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Convention Count Down

Have you registered and booked your
accommodation.

We have got some great designs for the wearable
fashion, Have you got any thoughts on what you
might wear?

The Industry forum will be a treat for everyone
who is in the industry, you can't miss it.

We have been receiving constant hits on our web
site from people wanting to find out information.
We have now established a new front page link to
our sponsors page to say thank you to:

Amscan, BOC, Premier, Alpen, Conwin, Clown,
Corel, Qualatex, Z & S Star, Supagas. Mr Confetti
Innoviative Balloon Technologies, Balloon Kings
check outwww.balloonartists.com.au

See you on the coast

Trade Show a MUST for
new Product Releases.

Stand Company
1 BOC Gases
2 Anagram /Amscan
3 Balloon Agencies
4 Qualatex
5 Conwin
6 Corel
7 Alpen
8 Z & S Star Enterprises
9 IBT
10 Skat Katz
11 Contents Giftware
12 Frogie Pty Ltd
13 Clown Balloons
14 Supagas
15 Indigo Distributors
16 Mr Confetti
17 Premier Balloons

All suppliers have expressed excitement in the
opportunity of releasing new products for the
Industry Trade Show.

Take the time to have one to one communication
with major suppliers and sort out terms of trade
with the next generation of balloon innovations.

Golf Day to be a BIG HIT

The Inaugural BASA A Golf Day sponsored by
Clown Balloons will certainly be a big hit. Chad
Moodie is still looking for a partner. Chad is
expecting to win the longest drive ( he’s coming
up from Sydney in the Magna).

The Ambrose play off will ensure even the best
hacker can win the frozen chook.

The BASA A Golf Day presentations will be made
at the Final Night Dinner Wednesday Night

My First Valentines Day

Many years have now passed and | feel it's time to
let the cat out of the bag. | had taken about 8 or
orders and the night before was a sleepless one. By
eight o’clock | was ready to roar and | could feel

the tension knot up in my stomach much like stage
fright.

My first delivery went well the second was not so
good as my foil balloons looked more like prunes
once | had entered the air conditioned offices and
had to beat a retreat for a refill, this was in dlags
where self sealing balloons did not exist nor did
high float. On the way to my third delivery my
stomach gave some very suspicious signs and |
headed for the nearest servo ran inside asked for
the toilet key which they had attached to a hub

cap. | barely got in there when all hell broke Bos

it was like my insides wanted to get out and it
seemed most of them did. | purchased some fuel so
as to disguise my real motive for stopping.
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My next delivery took a little time to find and by
the time | got to the front door | could tell | wias
trouble, when the person answered the door |
virtually thrust the balloons at them asked to use
their bathroom and they didn’t even get the words
out before | stormed passed and hit the seat
running. | do not need to describe the explosive
spray that | delivered suffice it to say a skunk
would have been impressed. The next delivery
went without incident though the recipient would
have been puzzled at the anxiety displayed by
the delivery boy. By now | thought the worst was
over but this was not to be. On a stretch of newly
made highway my bowls once again dominated
my thoughts and where to go on a motorway, alas
there was a siding where the builders had stored
their sand and gravel | roared in there much too
fast braked and slammed on the hand brake leapt
from the vehicle and onto the grassy edge
unfortunately the van had not fully stopped and it
kept on rolling right past me till it hit a small
mound of gravel. This now left me exposed to
passing traffic but there was little | could do or
cared for that matter, | was more relieved than
worried about my exposure. Sometimes you
wonder where all this crap comes from surely |
must have emptied my bowels or was this new
stuff out of my head. Then it hit me NO paper the
van was too far to do a squat and walk so off came
the under pants to serve their purpose and on |
went. Today | can laugh about it but when
valentines day comes around | get this funny
feeling.

Anonymous story from G.Blum

H.E .KOCH now ONLINE

We're excited to tell you that our fantastic new
website is up and running! Check it out, you’'lldin
over 5,000 Professional, Designer, Balloon and
Florist Accessories to choose from.

Why not Shop on line? Just go to
www.koch.com.ay

Koch s synonymous with innovative products and conceps.
this fo our website.

@ biesonp 2006 | csclamer | privacy | copyiatt

Become an on line customer and you'll be able to
see your trade pricing, stock on hand, statements,
invoices, previous orders and more.

Something every balloon shop has wanted for a
long time are metal picks. They are in Stock

The H E Koch site is so easy to use, has great
features and will save you time! Don't forget to
browse the CLEARANCE area for those "hot"
end- of- line and clear- out specials!

Clown Balloons
Silver Sponsor at ABC 2007 will be promoting
and focusing on the distribution of Everts products
and will only be selling Events Brand in bags of
100 and 25. Clown Balloons also stocks cups and
sticks, pre cut ribbons and Pre clipped ribbons in
polypropylene bags with header cards at a very
competitive price.
Balloon Printing has just rocketed at Clown
Balloons, the introduction of the simplified
approval form system has their clients coming
back on regular basis.
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Industrial group Wesfarmers has completed the
$500m purchase of Linde Gas Australia.

Under Wesfarmers ownership, Linde Gas Pty Ltd
will be re-named Coregas Pty Ltd and will operate
as a stand-alone business alongside existing gas
and power business units within the Wesfarmers
Energy Division.

The managing director of Wesfarmers Energy, Mr
Tim Bult, said that a business integration plan had
been developed and would now be implemented.

"We very much look forward to welcoming the
employees of the Coregas business into
Wesfarmers Energy and as part of the broader
Wesfarmers group of companies.”

Linde Gas Australia came up for sale after German
parent Linde Group was asked to divest the
business by the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission ahead of its global merger
with BOC Group Plc.

Linde chief executive Dieter Krupp will remain in
that role with the company, reporting to
Wesfarmers Energy managing director Tim Bult.

When the deal was announced, Wesfarmers said in
a statement Linde Gas Australia had achieved sales
of approximately $100 million and an EBITDA of
$37 million - excluding royalties - in the finantia
year ended December 31.

Revenue for the 10 months to October 31

increased about 7 per cent to $88 million, and

Wesfarmers said there was substantial scope for
growth.

Linde has a planned roll out of new liquefaction
capacity and other minor capital projects during
2007, costing about about $20 million, which
Wesfarmers said will create additional
opportunities for earnings growth over the short to
medium term.

Jeff “The Uncanny”’Hayes

Balloon artist, Jeff “The Uncanny” Hayes is
hoping to launch his first instructional DVD —
“SERIOUSLY TWISTED!!"” at the ABC 2007.

It will feature a range of Jeff’s original designs
ranging from the relatively basic to the major-ly
extreme. Highlights will include Jeff's Fabulous
Fish, his Phantastic Phrog and the super cute
Mega-Mouse.

Jeff will be teaching several of the figures froma h
DVD in his classes at the ABC on the Gold Coast.

He is looking forward to catching up with old
friends and making new ones on the Gold Coast in
2007.
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Z & S Star Enterprises
Greetings B.A.S.A. members, just a short update
on the newest of Z&S Stars fully automated
balloon printing machines. It really is fascinating
to watch this machine in action and marvel at the
mind of the balloonists that designed it, and for
those that have not seen one in operation | will
give you a quick tour. The machine is over fifteen
meters in length and latex balloons are tipped into
a large hopper that holds up to three thousand
balloons , a mechanical arm rotating like the sails
of a windmill picks up the balloons singly out of
the hopper and deposit them onto a conveyer belt
that moves them towards the printing station.
The balloons are then deposited on the circular
printing platform and inflated, then they are
rotated onto their sides and taken to the firstescr
printing station where the two arms that hold the
printing screens, one from the top and one from
the bottom embrace the balloon and transfer the
image or message to the latex .If the design is an
all over print the balloon moves to a second
printing station where the other two sides and top
surface are printed. From there the balloons move
to a deflation point and are deposited in a gentle
tumble dryer where they shrink back to their
original shape.
Z&S Star invite you to take the opportunity to
expand your business to the corporate segment
with our balloon printing services, and with
today’s technology it's easy and hassle free. You
can offer your clients short lead periods, quality
helium rated latex balloons, professional design
service, print in one two or three colours, print o
one side two sides or all over. If you have never
canvassed the corporate balloon printing segment
and need some guidance on what information
format you need from your client contact our head
graphic designer Manny Salvador or any of the
Z&S Star sales team.
Have you registered online yet and taken
advantage of our monthly specials they are a great
base to build an order around, go to
www.zsstar.com.awand register with us it only
takes a minute and then every month you can

access our specials on the web, have a look at our
new PRESTO air inflator

it's on special right now.....cheers Nick Ross

see you on the coast

Playmate in A Balloon Cake
A dream of Gunter Blum..........come true.

The cake was assembled on site, the completed lid
was placed on the cylinder then balloon garlands
were added .

Our model squatted on the trolley. The bottomless
cake was placed over her and then wheeled into
place. As this was an outdoor location it had to be
fast due to the 29 degree temp. Her cue was at the
end of happy birthday song . Some 20 x 12 cm
helium filled balloons were also placed inside the
cake as a bubbly release. | was concerned that she
might faint or something and | would have to
resuscitate her if she was in there too long.
Annette who took the photos said to me did you
get a look at those shoes. "No” was my reply |
didn’t get down that far.

Photo’s of:

Michael Gambaros 70Birthday celebrations at
Gambaros, Caxton St. (Brisbane).

Celebrated in style with many of his family, Pat
Welsh (news reporter) and some of Penthouse’s
“Playmates”.

Your trepid reporter.

Gunter Blum
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ABC 2007 ‘The Art of Balloons’ is almost upon
us, and what an exciting event that will be! The
themes and concepts are all coming together, the
overall concepts have become fixed designs,
fabulous creations big and small, and combined
they will have real WOW factor! So not only will
our ‘The Art of Balloons’ Convention knock their
collective socks off in appearance & presentation,
but it will treat everyone to a learning curve et
creation of these pieces. | am really looking
forward to working with everyone, | have always

found it to be the best part of a convention, the
most memorable moments and the best friendships
start when you are shoulder to shoulder with a
fellow balloonie working together, nutting it out,
sharing hints, tips and ‘how too’s, and of course
the laughter!! Lots of that!

Saturday it all starts and it will being with a
whoosh and end with&WOW! We begin with the
creation of our fabulous foyer designs, and as the
convention progresses we will be treated to some
fabulous events. The opening ceremony will be a
blast, and | am really looking forward to Robbie
Murray’s wearable art fashion show on the
Monday, | know it will be brilliant!. And the final
night will of course be fabulous. Here we really
exercise your creative genius in the creation ef th
“Wall of Talent”, a collective work of art (details
of which will be emailed shortly to all registered
delegates). It's a night | have always looked
forward too and this time | will have the pleasure
of being in the same room with some of my
favourite artists — hello Picasso! Leonardo —
darling! ‘how is Mona? Hi Escher — ‘watch your
step now’ Ha ha ha.

| am hoping many of you will be there to join me
in the fun and challenge of it all. Bring your
enthusiasm and your scissors and lets have a,blast!
lets rejuvenate and inspire each other and make
this convention truly memorable. See you there!!

The Humble Black Balloon

Melbourne Age

Developed by the Climate Group and revealed in
The Ageyesterday, the greenhouse gas indicator
will be published in the paper every Monday. It
shows that last week Victorians produced 1.919
million tonnes of greenhouse gases.

A summer series of the "black balloons" campaign
will also start on Monday with television and print
advertisements to appear during the Australian
Open tennis. The ads use black balloons to show
how much greenhouse gas is emitted through
household energy use.
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"Every household emits about 240,000 of these
black balloons full of greenhouse gas each year,
mainly through energy use," Mr Thwaites said.

He said the Government initiatives would save
about 40,000 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions
each year, the equivalent of 800 million black
balloons.

Toronto Star Canada Oct 2006

World Wildlife Fund last fall to turn attention to
more serious issue — skyrocketing carbon
emissions. On Nov. 2, they installed 3,000 black
balloons at Metro Hall Plaza. "Those balloons
represent the carbon dioxide produced by one
person in a day,” says Newmindspace co-founder
Kevin Bracken. "We wanted to show that if
everyone had those balloons attached to them in
Toronto, it would literally block out the sun.”

Hello from across the “pond”...oops! G’'Day that
is! 'm counting the days until | get to see old
friends from events in years past, and many of the

new friends | made across the country as Ray and |

did the big Premier Tour last year.

Jan liams Can’'t Wait

ABC 2007 Gold Sponsor, Premier Balloons
provides stellar service and a wonderful selection
and they believe innovative education is an equally
important component for the rising success of the
entire Australian market. Sue Clements has asked
me to present a completely new set of designs for
my ABC classes since many of you joined us on
the tour and no one wants to see a repeat, right?
Well, she asked, and I've promised to deliver new
designs and techniques that | can’t wait to share
with you. Oh, my gosh! There will be 20 plus
designs to see and learn how to recreate!

Here’s a rundown of my class&3reative Themed
Décor, Foil Fantasies, CenterpieSecrets and
Hi-Float, Hi-Style, Hi-Profit | thought | would

illustrate with a past project example of a Hi-Floa
design which was recreated for the tour sans
treatment, to inspire you to sign up to see what
brand NEW designs I've prepared for the Hi-Float
class for ABC 2007. The pictures are from Keith
Burchette’s wedding when he and his lovely bride
Carrie were married last year.

Finally, don’t miss out on working with Marloes,
Maureen and myself for our secret and fabulous
Final Night Hands-On Centerpiecdsind that
spangly red dress in the back of your closet, dust
off bow tie and tails and get your ruby jewelry out
of the safe—this is the time to really shine agonl
my Ozzie friends know how.

See you at ABC 2007!
Jan liams - Premier Balloons Education and
Design Consultant
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David Taylor Mad Balloons

| have been speaking to quiet a few balloonies
around the place in the last couple of months and
now that the Christmas madness is over they are
starting to think ABC2007. | have had a few
people contact me about my class content and
obviously Sean has had some enquiries as well, so
it means we have a discerning group of balloonies
thinking about the convention.

Your email about all new designs has wet my
appetite (after seeing your stuff at the Premier
classes), so I'll be popping in to check them out
when | can.

I would be surprised if they weren't a number of
people who like me are always after new ideas and
designs to create for our customers.

Robbie is also getting fired up with the wearable
decor which | cannot wait to see. | saw the article
and pictures of the genius in America who made
his wife's wedding dress out of balloons and was

gob smacked. Just amazing, so fashion by the pool

will be a great night if people get behind it.

Anyway, there are so many new things happening

this time at ABC2007, it promises to be awesome.
I'll look forward top catching up with you then. |
hope there is at least one spot left on your
"dancecard" for the final night.

Love your work.
MAD Dave

New Look Holiday Inn

Driveway Entrance Holiday Inn

20 Million Dollars of renovations have taken place

at the Holiday Inn in the last six Months which

will provide the Australasian Balloon Convention

2007 a sparkling new Foyer and Venue to display

our stunning and innovative Balloon Designs.
Many of the accommodation rooms have been
update to compliment the new Hotel design.

Inside Foyer Holiday Inn
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Ken Flash Stillman These were made for a birthday party and were

Ken was a Qualatex presenter at the ABC 2005 later taken to the boys room an displayed in the

Convention in Manly. four corners. .

Ken recently sent Mr Ed some of the most | will miss all of you going to ABC 2007. | know

impressive work he has made. you will have a ball, you guy’s always party hard.

“I have sent pics of some of the best work | have _

done in a long time. Ken Flash Stillman

| had a blast making these Ninja Turtles.

A year ago these would have been impossible to
make.

| want to thank Premier Balloons for making these
awesome bad boys. i.e. 660s

| would encourage anyone to take one of their
favourite sculptures and use these balloons to
make them colossal.

They make great promo material.
| was amazed at how few balloons popped during
the creation of these giants.
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Industry Forum
The new concept of a combined Industry forum
where delegates can hear from the best in the
industry and be involved in a Question and
Answer time is something special for ABC 2007.

One of the special Keynote speakers will be Mr
Mark Ashcroft of Amscan Anagram.
In 2006 Amscan Inc. NY employed Mark Ashcroft
as Senior Vice President and President,
International Operations. Mark’s brief is to
coordinate and grow Amscan’s business outside
the USA.
This business, already worth
US$100mil, has traditionally
operated as separate entities
with offices in the UK,
Germany, Japan, Hong Kong
and of course Australia.

Mark has considerable experience
gained at senior management level with a number
of international organizations, most recently Carl
Zeiss Vision, where he was responsible for
European Operation.

In the last 12 months under Mark’s leadership,
Hong Kong has become a centre to pool
International resources and distribution. Mark
believes that a robust supply chain focused on Asia
will allow Amscan to maximize its growth

potential out side the US.

Mark lives in the UK but is headquartered at
Amscan’s Global HQ in New York. He has and
continues to travel widely, having a good
knowledge of the Australian market as he and his
family lived in Melbourne between 1992 and
1998, working for a leading Entrepreneur.

When not travelling, Mark is a keen sports coach,
focusing on Rugby Union and Cricket. He is
married to Karen and has one son, Max.

We look forward to Mark Joining the Team for the
Industry Forum Monday 9.00am-12noon

Fashion to Turn Heads

Not long now! How exciting our ABC will be. |

am looking forward to showing a few art forms
that | picked up in Las Vegas as well as presenting
the First Balloon Art Fashion Parade at our
conference. There is still time to add your design
to our range, if you would prefer to just make a
garment instead of competing this is acceptable but
remember when you step outside your comfort
zone and enter a competition your credibility
grows.

We will have the fashion parade around the pool
at the trade show cocktail party Monday night.

This years ABC Committee really does live up to
the saying more heads are better than one, jst lik
previous committees' we are working tirelessly
behind the scenes to make sure that you all get
your invested money back with new concepts on
how to make our industry grow into the future.

| myself will be adding movement to my displays
SO you can see how you can adapt what I do into
your creations. | am looking forward to meeting
you all once again because it has been two years
between drinks.

Yours truly

Robbie Murray

Designer of the Year 2005



Promotion for ABC 2007

ABC 2007 Convention has been provided more
opportunities for media promotion than ever
before.

Look for the next March issue of Events and
Equipment Magazine to see another 5 page spread
including front cover, this alone is worth

thousands of dollars in promotions, our thanks to
editor and chief Brian EIms.

For your Free copy of the E& E contact :

Correspondence:

PO Box 136, Bulleen.
Vic. 3105

Tel: 03 9850 6156 Fax:
03 9850 6156

Email
hiremag@swiftdsl.com.au

Gold Coast Tourism is very excited with the
concept ofThe Art of Balloonsand is assisting
with promotion on their web site to spread the
word to the general public about the public
viewing on Sunday afternoon.

Check outvww.verygc.com/events

Select March 2007, select The Art of Balloons

Gunter Blum President of BASA QLD, has close
connections with Channel 9, and he has organised
them to attend the foyer display on Monday
afternoon and the evening Fashion Parade around
the pool.

Both print and radio have also been approached
with our unique and creative concepts.

Contact your Balloon friends on Ozballoons
ozballoons@yahoogroups.com

Qualatex Bubble Balloons Range
Introducing a new category of balloon.....

Qualatex Bubble balloons are available NOW in
Australia.

They’re not latex, they’re not foil - they are
s-t-r-e-t-c-h-yplastid

The new Qualatex Bubble Balloons range from
20" - 24” and offer outstanding one-of-a-kind
qualities.

See-through designs

Unique, transparent

material means every

angle is the balloon’s

best angle.

Wrinkle-free seams -

Bubbles inflate round

with smooth seams

like a beach ball.

Self-sealing - Bubble

balloons are self-sealing

and come with a time

saving pre-attached

ribbon.

Pop resistant -

Stretchable plastic

inflates much larger than

the recommended size before popping.
Repeat business - Extra long float time plus film
that never oxidises ensures happy customers.
Long shelf life - New individual packaging and
Moist-Pak keep the plastic pliable so Bubbles
always look great when you inflate.

No special equipment - Bubbles inflate quickly,
are refillable, and require the same inflation
equipment you already use.

Non-allergenic Bubbles are safe for use in
hospitals and other latex-free environments.
Bubbles are also available as Double Bubbles,
which include fun shapes inside a clear, stretchy
plastic bubble. You can easily inflate Double
Bubbles with your existing equipment!

Check outvww.qualatexbubbles.com

Qualatex Balloons will also have on display at
stand No 4 at The ABC 2007 Monday Trade Show
the new range of licensed BARBIE Balloons.

10
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Helium is not Endless
The following article appeared on BalloonHQ
February 07.
It leads Mr Ed to just be aware of how precious is
the commodity of Helium that we are using and
that our industry, like many others should be using
restraint where possible.

“Greetings again from Oklahoma City,

After | wrote yesterday's ranting reply To Rhonda
Azeka in Arizona, | did

another Google, and this time, | found a press
release by the Bureau of Land

Management, who is the keeper of the US
Government's helium reserve.

Most curious, was the following quote...

"We cannot increase production because this
would result in adverse impacts

to the gas field, wells, compressors and other
equipment.”

Can anyone here explain why production cannot
be increased?

Here's the link to the article...

_Where Has All the Helium Gone? (1/18/2007)_
(http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/info/newsroom/2007
/january/NRO701 2.htrl

John R. "Radar" Doyle, CBA
Certified Balloon Artist

89er Balloons

Oklahoma City, OK”

Mr Confetti
ABC 2007 Product Sponsor

Mr Confetti Special effect supplier to the star’s

like Kylie Monique, the cast and show of Priscilla
Queen of the Desert the Musical will be providing
some of the special and stunning effects for ABC
2007.

Darren and his team will be working with our
Theme Designer and Fashion Coordinator to create
fantastic moments, so have your camera’s ready.

Innovative Balloon Technologies
Product Sponsor ABC 2007

Innovative Balloon Technologieds a company
dedicated to producing products that enable
balloon professionals to offer special effects and
decorations that put that extra pizzazz into your
party décor. These products will enable you to do
what you currently do better, quicker, and more
economicallywww.balloontec.com

BASA A
Extraordinary General Meeting
Tuesday 27th March 6pm

All BASA members are invited to attend the
Extraordinary General Meeting at the Holiday Inn.
If you have a matter for general business please
contact your State President as all matters must be
submitted prior to the meeting.

Voting for National President will take place.
Positions for Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer are decided upon by the National
Executive Council.

Voting is Compulsory
For all NSW delegates remember to Pre-Poll Vote,
or arrange a postal vote in the NSW state elections
to be held on Saturday March'®2007.
The will be no polling centre in Queensland.

NSW first Now A.C.T.

How things slip under our guard, recently whilst
surfing the www. | came across the Hansard
report for the ACT, Stating one of many reason’s
why Balloons should be banned in ACT.

One reason was so that there wouldn’t be any
confusion with boundaries and laws with NSW.
The following is an extract from EPA ACT.
ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION REGULATION
2005

Circulated by the Authority of the

Minister for Environment

Mr Jon Stanhope MLA

Division 2.6 Balloons Clause 16Release of 20
or more balloons prohibited.

11
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This clause explains that a person who releases 20
or more balloons at or about the same time and
they are inflated with a gas that causes thenso ri

is guilty of a strict liability offence. In this sa the
prosecution does not have to prove the exact
number of balloons released (but evidence that is
suggests that it was more than 20) and in the
absence of any contrary evidence, evidence that a
balloon rose after being released is evidence that
the balloon was inflated with a gas that causéd it
rise.

Clause 17- Balloons - exception if balloons not
outside.

This clause explains that a person does not commit
an offence if the balloons are released in a ngldi

or structure (for example, balloons released inside
a shopping centre as part of a promotion) and do
not make their way into the open air (outside).

Clause 19 Balloons - exception for science.

This clauseexplains that a person does not commit
an offence if the balloons are released for
meteorological purposes or other scientific
purposes approved in writing by the Environment
Protection Authority. This approval is a notifiable
instrument.

From your

President:

Thanks to the consistent hard
work of all BASA State
Associations and the
Convention Team, their
voluntary efforts are creating
one of the most

brilliant 5-day ballooning
conventions to be held in
Australia.

The BASA A convention involves all State
Presidents in the decision making for ABC 2007.
Responsibilities for various tasks are being shared
across the nation. The support from our sponsors
[both financial and with data base promotion] is
invaluable.

WE ASK YOU TO SUPPORT BASA THROUGH
ATTENDING ABC 2007 - IT IS IN YOUR BEST
INTEREST.

Special attention will be centred on education,
both for the novice and skilled balloon artist & b
working side by side, to show the world just what
the Australian market can produce.

Our 8.30 am morning plenary sessions will
provide all delegates a stimulating start to thgsda
activities.

Sunday Morning

Key Note Speaker: Mr Oswald Loewy

Monday Morning: Industry Forum

Tuesday Morning: What is happening in 2009
Wednesday Morning The Theme Design brief
by Marloes Bakker-Marsden for the Final Night
Dinner.

ABC 2007 has highlighted the need for education
for our industry, as there are daily calls (on the
phone) from those who are purchasing existing
businesses and those who plan establishing new
businesses. We have the responsibility to provide
accreditation to maintain high standards, so the
general public can see that only an accredited
BASA A Member is the one to do their balloon
work.

Entering the ABC Competition will improve your
balloon skill. This gives you the opportunity to
practise designs outside the square, that you can
then use within your business and make some BIG
money - Everything from Designer of the Year,
Large Sculpture, Wearable Fashion, Buffet
Arrangement, Table centrepiece, Bouquet and Gift
Delivery, Entertainment Award and Corporate
Image. Competition organiser Jo Dickens

(0418 900 064) from Creative Balloons NSW is
the person to contact.

Schools Program:

Mr Gaspo support from Gold Sponsor BOC will
greatly assist in properly educating children on
how to enjoy balloons. Mr Gaspo and talented

12



#$ "

twisters from ABC Product Supporter Balloon
Kings of the Gold Coast with be actively
involved on in this program.

SEE YOU AT SURFERS PARADISE.

lan Shuey

Hospitals Ban Balloons

No you can’t bring those in Here!
Many Private and Public Hospitals are
changing policies towards “THE HUMBLE
BALLOON”
Latex protein readily binds to the cornstarch
powder used in most balloons. Then when the
Balloons are stretched and inflated, latex is
propelled into the air. When staff, patients, and
visitors inhale the powder, it can make them
become allergic (i.e. sensitized) or cause reastion
if they are already allergic. This affects only §ma
percentage of the population.
Latex gets into the air a from balloons and other
latex products like gloves, elastic.
Even Balloons that say "powder free" may have a
small amount of residual powder that latex protein
can bind to and go into the air.
Anecdotal information suggests that routine
housekeeping activities may trigger reactions in
those allergic to latex. Cleaning floors with efexct
floor sweepers and other tasks that stir up settled
latex dust may exacerbate latex allergy. Eliminate
the source of this latex powder to remove the
potential for this concern.
Hospitals areBanning latex balloons.
Many hospitals now are insisting upon silvery
mylar balloons in the hospital.
Bouquets and deliveries are now taking a new look
from the local balloon shop. The all foil bouquet o
new bubble balloons will soon become the norm.
Change now or leave yourself open to possible
litigation.

13



